
 B E T T E R  
T O G E T H E R

C H U R C H  M E R G E R  F A Q

MOBILIZE VISION – Bring together our time, talents and treasures to row together under
one leadership, with one vision to propel us forward to be Changed Lives, Changing
Communities across the street and around the world for Jesus.
MULTIPLY IMPACT– Because of the resources that each church brings, we can make a
more significant impact together for God's Kingdom.
MODEL UNITY – We believe this will serve as a testimony of how churches can come
together to better serve their local communities and the world.

Joining together allows us to:
 

 

 

WHY ARE WE BETTER TOGETHER?

God has recently brought Evangel Church and Metro Park Church to an exciting new
chapter!   After several months of conversation, prayer, and deep consideration of the
mission, vision, and direction of both churches, the boards and staff of Evangel and
Metro Park believe the Lord has led us to join together as one church.
 

We believe this is the best way for us to better reach the 2.5 million people of central
New Jersey with the love and hope of Jesus.   We have come to the conclusion that we
are better together, and that God has opened a door for us to move into the future
together.

HOW DID THE IDEA OF JOINING TOGETHER COME ABOUT?
Evangel has sensed the prompt to multiply its impact through additional locations in central NJ.   Through the
relationship between the pastors of Evangel and Metro Park, Evangel became aware that Metro Park was
considering changing locations and asked Metro Park leadership to prayerfully consider the idea of the two
churches being better together.

Metro Park is a stable church with a rich history but is currently pressed for space in its current location.  Evangel is
a growing church with a larger infrastructure seeking to launch an additional location in Woodbridge or the
surrounding area.   We believe joining forces would help both congregations better fulfill their mission to be
outwardly focused in reaching and serving more people for Jesus across the street in central NJ and around the
world.

WHY ARE WE CONSIDERING A MERGER?

No.  Discussions about joining forces started between church leaders months before COVID-19.
WAS THE PROPOSED MERGER BROUGHT ON BY COVID-19?
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As the lead church in this mission-driven merger, Chris Morante will be the Senior Pastor for all locations. Both
congregations will come together as Evangel Church.

WHAT WILL THE NAME OF THE NEW CHURCH BE?  WHO WILL BE THE PASTOR?

There will be one unified Evangel Church Staff made up of many team members.   Leslie Samuel will transition
from the role of Metro Park’s Lead Pastor to Evangel’s Location Pastor at the newly launched location targeted for
the Woodbridge area.  Metro Park’s Alvin David will be on the Evangel team as well.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO THE METRO PARK STAFF?

Both Evangel and Metro Park have a great team of volunteers, including volunteer staff pastors Don and Cindy
McFarren.   In fact, church would not be the same without all of our wonderful volunteers.   There will be one
unified Evangel Church Volunteer Team made up of many team members, originally from Evangel and Metro
Park.  Our desire is that all volunteers will find a place to serve in the new unified church.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO THE METRO PARK VOLUNTEERS?

The Evangel Church Board of Deacons consists of the Senior Pastor and at least six (6) other members chosen from
the membership.   The Board of Deacons acts as Trustees of the church and constitutes the Official Board of the
Corporation.  This Board will oversee both Evangel locations. Upon completion of the merger, Metro Park’s Board
will be dissolved.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO THE CHURCH BOARDS?

Evangel currently has a church building, parsonage and adjacent land for future use on Terrill Road in Scotch
Plains.   Metro Park currently has a church building and parsonage on Berkley Boulevard in the Iselin section of
Woodbridge Township, but has limited space and parking.  None of the properties have a mortgage.  The intent is
for the Evangel Church Scotch Plains location to continue use of the Terrill Road property. Very soon after the
merger, everyone will attend the Scotch Plains location while renovations and rebranding are being performed at
the Berkley Boulevard property, then Evangel Church Woodbridge will launch back into the Berkley Boulevard
location for the near term.  The longer-term plan is for Evangel Church Woodbridge to be in a different site than
the Berkley Boulevard property.  The timing of the moves will be primarily contingent on finding a suitable long-
term location and other factors, potentially impacted by the COVID pandemic.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO THE CHURCHES’ FACILITIES?

There will be at least two identical worship services on Sundays with live worship, service hosting and altar
ministry.   The messages will be a combination of video and in-person preaching from the preaching team led by
Senior Pastor Chris Morante.   The intent is for Pastor Leslie Samuel to continue to play a key role in developing
and delivering the messages.   Designated Sundays will have baptisms, communion, baby dedications and other
special events.

WHAT WILL THE WORSHIP SERVICES BE LIKE AT THE WOODBRIDGE LOCATION?

It means we will be one church in multiple locations. Namely, we will share one vision, one set of values, one
budget, one ministry strategy, one teaching team, one Senior Pastor, and one board.   Many ministries will be
constant across both locations and will include excellent weekend worship services with the same sermon series,
small groups, and local mission. There will also be shared central operations which will enable the location specific
staff to focus on ministry to the church and local community.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN FOR EVANGEL TO BE A MULTISITE CHURCH?
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Within weeks of the merger, Metro Park members will be given an opportunity to fully understand the mission,
vision, strategy and beliefs of Evangel through a special Growth Track session designated just for Metro Park
members.  Metro Park members may then choose to move forward with Evangel membership.

HOW WILL CURRENT METRO PARK MEMBERS BE TRANSFERRED TO EVANGEL MEMBERSHIP?

Our beliefs and values are in fact very closely aligned.   Both churches share in a full cooperative fellowship with
assemblies of like faith, associated in the New Jersey District Council of the Assemblies of God, and the General
Council of the Assemblies of God, with headquarters in Springfield, Missouri.   In addition to both churches’
affiliation with the Assemblies of God, we share a common commitment to serving and sharing the Good News of
Jesus both to our local community and around the world.  We are excited to see how much greater an impact we
can make in central NJ and this world by joining together.

ARE THE BELIEFS AND IDEOLOGY OF THE TWO CHURCHES COMPATIBLE?

Evangel will continue to support and care for all of Metro Park’s current missionaries for at least the remainder of
their term, with a goal to fully incorporate them into Evangel’s missions strategy.  Evangel presently supports many
of the current Metro Park missionaries.  In this case, the current Evangel monthly financial support will be added to
the current Metro Park monthly support so the missionaries will not experience any less support.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO METRO PARK’S SUPPORTED MISSIONARIES?

The costs for the merger, including the renovations and rebranding, have been previously budgeted in the Evangel
2020 budget.   If costs for the second location will materially exceed what had been budgeted, the matter will be
discussed in a future membership meeting.

WHAT WILL THE MERGER COST?

The merged congregation will launch a second Evangel location with multiple services and a whole host of
dedicated people originally from Metro Park and Evangel who love Jesus and who are passionate about making an
impact for the Kingdom of God.  The church staff will benefit from being a part of a larger team and we believe the
merger will strengthen the Metro Park congregation, building on its strong legacy of mission and discipleship. In
addition, people who currently call Evangel home and live in the Woodbridge/Edison area will have the option to
attend an Evangel Church location nearby and easily invite their neighbors.  This merger would also increase the
number of dedicated volunteers serving together in effectively reaching central NJ for Jesus.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF THIS PROPOSED MERGER?

Both congregations are invited to continue the journey together as one church.
WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR ME AND MY FAMILY?

All Evangel locations will operate under one unified budget, but each location will be accounted for separately. 
Upon completion of the merger, Evangel would assume all of Metro Park’s assets and debt.  Daily management of
the business and financial matters of the church is by the Evangel staff with oversight from the Evangel Treasurer
and Board of Deacons. The Metro Park congregation has been faithfully paying down the debt over the last several
years and, as a result, has no long-term debt.  Likewise, Evangel has no long-term debt.

HOW WILL THE BUDGET AND FINANCES BE MANAGED?
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May 18 - Town hall meeting held at Evangel.
May 19 - Town hall meeting held at Metro Park.
May 24 - Pastor Chris will be a guest speaker for the Metro Park service.
June 2 - Second town hall meeting held at Metro Park.
June 9 - Memberships vote to affirm merger at respective membership meetings.
June 21 - Metro Park will hold a final celebration service.
June 28 - Celebration Sunday at Scotch Plains as we become Better Together.
July - Sept - Evangel worshiping together at the Scotch Plains location. 
Fall 2020 - Launch of Evangel Woodbridge location on Berkley Boulevard, Iselin.
2021 - Evangel Woodbridge relocates to new location.
 

*Each event will be online or in-person depending on guidance from government authorities.

WHAT IS THE TIMELINE FOR THE PROPOSED MERGER? *

PRAY - for God’s continued leading and direction of both churches.  Pray that His will be
accomplished in ways that please and honor Him.   Pray for the leadership of Evangel and
Metro Park as they work towards integrating the two congregations into one. 

ENGAGE - Attend congregational meetings and be an active participant in this process. 
Join the conversation.   If you have questions, don’t hesitate to ask for clarity.   Email any
questions or comments to transitionteam@evangelchurch.com.

CELEBRATE - God is clearly at work in our region and in our churches and we have the
privilege to take part.

 

 

WHAT ARE MY NEXT STEPS?

We are excited about the work God will do in our region through these two
church families joining together, and the many more people whose lives

will change forever as they come to know Christ!

Both church boards have unanimously approved this merger, but after a month of public meetings and
conversations, both memberships will be given the opportunity to affirm the decision of the Boards on June 9th. 
Assuming two affirmative votes, the legal filings would then proceed.  See the below timeline for more details.

WHAT ARE THE STEPS TO FINALIZE THE MERGER OF THE TWO CONGREGATIONS?
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